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Socrates Chriſtianus ; 


| ( A Plain Declaration of the Authority, by which 1 
| he as ; freely offered to the Confideration of 
42 all Serious, Conſiderate, and unprejudiced —_ 
\ Chriſtians. q 9 Tenant 2 | 
5 | T was not to Conceal my own Vane, that 1 aſſum'd that of Fill. 
TL Socrates Chriſtians at the firſt : For that I never did my ſelf, Aj 
| or deſired my Printer ſhould, from any-who deſired to know ; i 
} it. But having long ſince purpoſed never; to. Prigt, my Name ( 
 : with any thing 1 ſhould Publiſh. ( unleſs -for . ſpecjal neceſſary il 
4 Cauſe ) I afſumed that upon Occaſion of the Manzer of Writing hi 
4 I then uſed-:- And that I have reſumed it again now, . was not if 
| without ſpecial Cauſe from the Compleat Agreement. ob/ervable be- | 
| 


1 the one, he refells the. Lyes, Calumnies and Falſe Accuſations - 
: 4 brought againſt him.by three: Principal 'Adverfaries ;  /Jdelitus Pa-- 
in - tton of the Poets ( generally Latizudinarians) Anytus of the Craftl. 
'J men. and Politics (a Pope Name of ihe. ſame ,Se& )-and Lycor 
. of the Orators and Sophiſters ( ” truly Latitudjnarian as any. | 
F- _s | -4.DEIS 


zween his Caſe and my-own. . His Apology Conliſts of rwo Parts In | | | 
| 
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lheſe were the Men, who raiſed the Clamours, and ſtirred up 
the People againlt Socrates; and have all revived to aCt their part 
in my Caſe. But I thought it ſufficient to refel] their Falſe Re- 
ports and Calumnies without noting the Perſons, fince they have 
not appeared openly, but under hand againſt me. And this 
part I hope I have done to the Satisfaction of all Honeſt, Im- 
partial, and Intelligent Perſons :: As for therelt, their WeakreF is to 
be piticd, and their Rafhneſs and Reproaches to be horn with Pati- 
ence upon the Encouragements of the Religion we Profels, till 
Mrs. -Experjence convince them of their Error, and how much 
they are abuſed. 

In the other part he declares by what Authority he did thoſe 
things whichhe did; and that no leſs than Divine Anttorlty , 
That it was a Duty impoſed upon him by God; that he was by God 
Appointed tothe Care and Over-fight of the City, and conjtit:ited Su- 
perviſor thereof. It is now near Seven Years lince 1, -bcing to 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs in receiving Commiſſion (ſuch as could be 
had here) from Men, was ſolemnly demanded in the Preſence of 
the People, to Anſwer this important Queſtion :- 25 30# rruſt that 
you are inwardly mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon you this Office 


and Miniſtration, to ſerve God for the Promotion of His Glory, and 


the edifying of his People? Which I ſhould never have aniwered 
in the* Affirmative as I did, had I not been fuily ſo perſwaded ; 
or had I had any doubt either concerning ſuch A40t79n5 in general, 
or of ſuch ſpecial Motion in my own Cate, and to that very Ser- 
vice, I was then to'engage in. And being well ſarisfied of ſuch 
a Divine Call, 1 durſt not refuſe it for any Scruples at the other ; 


Nor do I think fit to deſert that Service now, for any Defect of : 


Humane Authority I have ſince diſcovered ; though I confeſs I 


would not have refuſed to have had thoſe Defects ſupplycd by | 


competent . Ordinary Authority, notwithſtanding any Temporal 
Laws againſt it, if it might have been upon ſich Terms,” as F 
could have ſubmitted to. ' But fince that could not be, I am welt 
fatisfied with that, which is moſt Neceſſary and Eſſential, and as 
much beſides, as the Legal Clergy of this Nation can pretend to. 5 
But if the Caſe be as I take it to he, there will anpear more in it, 
than, for ought I know, any Man elſe in this Nation can pretend 
to. -. Almighty God had appropriated the Prieſthood under the 
- Law to the Tribe of Levi, yet Samiel, who was not of that 
Tribe, Miniſtred"before the Lord, Girded with a Linen Ephod, 
1 San. 2.18, and offered Sacrifice, 1 Sam. 7, 9, 17. It was indeed 
an Extraordinary Caſe: His Mother had dedicated him to the Lord, 
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- andthe Lord accepted him. He, , who obligeth others to: his 


Ordinance, doth -not thereby >always' oblige: himſelf: ' And 
he that grants a General Commiſſion to: many , mdy.'notwith- 
ſtanding: grant a ſpecial Commiſſion to one, it the pleaſeth, up- 
ona ſpecial Occaſion, I preſume not to ſay this is my Caſe ; or how 
far it is ſo, I Izav? that to others to jadge upon due. Confidera- 
tion of the Particulars I have to relate. And 1 hope Socrates Chri- 
f1anus may find as, much Credit with true Chriſtians, as Socrates 

What my Mother did for me, I cannot ſay ; butſhe was/a Wo- 
man of Parts ard Piety, and all I remember of her is only part: of 
a Prayer ſhe taught me, That Gcd would make me an Inſtrument 
of much Good in bis Chuich, and in the Common Wealth ; but this I 
might have ſaid, When my Father and Mother forſake'-me, the Lord 
taket) me rp. Fot I remember neither; yet this I remember ve- 
ry well, that when-T was a'Boy the 'very- Names of Wi/dom and 
Ezrtre. were Precions: to-me* But no: particular -inſtruftions 'do 
I remember, to which any ſuch Impreſſions might be imputed. 
Though I was ſtndiouſly inclined and-loved Rerirement, yet was I 
always very ready 0: appear-and Aft for. the'Service 'of the Pub- 


- lick, or-of my Friends ;- and, when but fifteen years of Age, went 


to ferve'the King with as muck: Sincerity and Pure Zeal as'any 


one could. - Before I was twenty, I applied my felf with muctt 
- Guſt and great Satisfaftion to the Reading of the Antient Chri- 


ſtians, the Antient Philofophers, and the Spiritual Writers. And 
when I was abont thirty I knew experimentally the Myſtery of So- 


* crates his Genius : And while I heedfnlly obſerved that 'Condn&t;-I 
: lived in-a Bleiſed. Condition 5 AH "my Aﬀairs ſncceeded* with ad- 
-- mirable Eaſe, as in a manner done and difpatch'd'to my Hand ; 
- and I had ſuch Anſwers to my Prayers for People in Difficult . 


and Dangerous Caſes, as were little leſs than Miracnlous. But 


'L never did any thing contrary, though with alk the' Confidera- 


tion and Care I could uſe, -and the beſt Advice: of Friends I 
could get, but it proved very unſucceſsful and- unhappy. | Bit in 


' this my Notices were ſomewhat different from"thoſe ol-Socrares; 
for they were as well To ſome Aftions, eſpecially to; Prayer, as 


From ſome others. 'And'once'T was ſo unhappy in* Diſobedierice 
to one of thoſe, that it was like the Sin of Adam to'me, *and the 
In-letr. :o/ all the Unhappineſs, which hath ſince befallen my'Fa- 
mily-;and L had: preſently: uport-it 38- ſenſible Notice of "it, as if 
it: had been” a Sentence declared _— :- Ad” mich 'of that 
Favobr hath ever ſince*been withheld from*me. CLNVO# x 

| , A-2 ' Before 
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Before this, near forty years ſince, I think it was, . or rather * 
more,. that in the next Pariſh , where was a great Family of my 
Relations, I perſwaded and prevailed to have THE HOLY COM- 
MUNION Celebrated Monthly, which was rarely-then any where 
elſe in the Nation, above once, or twice, or thrice at the moſt 
in the Year. Afterwards when | removed to another Pariſh, 
where I was both Lord of the Mannor and (az we call it) Pa- 
rron of the Church, I not only continued Aorthly Commu-. 
nions, but at laſt brought it to Weekly; and it fo continued till 
L. had occalion to remove thence for my Health t>-a City, where it. 
was then ſo Celebrated. Nor was I ſatisfied with this, but being 
frequently at London, 1 wrot :to the then Arch-Biſhop Sancrofr, 
that it might be Ordered ta be Daily in one or two Churches 
about London. And my. Letter was well taken by the good man, 
though it was not. done, whatever it was that hindered it. Bue _ 
ar. laſt, when 1 had little or no Hopes of what I had fo long De- _ 
fired, it pleaſed God to grant me my deſire In a Surpriſing max- 
PCr. 

[ had brought back a Perſon, who had been Ordain'd according 
to. the preſent Church of England, from the Diilenters, to frequent 
the Early Communion at St. Laurences ; and I had {ent to the place; 
where he was ordained, and had a Certificate of his Ordination 
from the Regiſter ; but not in the leaſt then thinking of what - 
after followed. But returning one Morning from that Early 
Communion with him and ſome other Devout People, - I over- . 
heard one of them ſaying ſomething of. the Comfort and Bene<.... 
fit they found in it: Whereupon, I. replyed, Ay, what would'ye- - 
ſay to have it: ſo every day? And when ſeveral of them decla- 
red how: glad they ſhould be of ſuch an Opportunity, .1 replyed 
again, that if they were in good earneſt,. I knew how. it might 
be; fot-there was one in the Company, who:to my knowledge 
was in Orders according to the Church.of Ezgland,. and would, 

I doubted not, be: willing to Officiate, .. And. thereupon we a- 

greed to meet at.his Houſe at Night, and there farther agreed 

to begin the next, Morning that DAYLY- COMMUNION, which 

has been continued ever fince with many as ſ«rprizing Steps under 

the ſame Sacred ConduCt, by which it..was at firſt begun. This 
- was In Autumn 1692. 

I had before this left off my Profeſſion of the- Law : Aﬀter that: - 
had received a Provyidential 9terws, as I apprehend it, from ſome: . 
other things, wherein. I had, Socrates-like, endeavoured to ſerve 
my. Country :. And ] had alſo forſaken the World, and ſettled. all 

my - 


my Eſtate upon my Wife and Children, as abſolutely as I conld, 
without any Reſervation whatever, caſting my ſelf wholly upon 
the Province of God, without any thoughts of any thing more 
than a Solitary Retitement: And I have by that Providence e- 
ver ſince been ſo provided for and Condufted, as to me hath 
been far beyond all the Enjoyments of the World, and all Hu- 
man Wiſdom whatever. Our little Society was begun upon theſe 
three Principles, To meet every day early at the. Holy Communion ;, To 
follow the Example of the: Amient Chriftians, as near as we can; and, 
To avoid ail Offence, - as much as we may, It was begun at his Houſe, 
who did .fir{t. officiate : but.after a little time, fetrled in another, 


mean and-dHſpicable, but very convenient Place, and where. we . 
enjoyed-that Serenity and SatisfaCtion, which is not commonly to - 
be met with in Princes Courts, or the. Palaces of Great Perſons + 


in:the- World. wit 


But it- was+not long before the Perſon who did officiate, was - 


removed from us, and I my ſelf brought into ſuch Circumſtances, 
that I neither could, unleſs I would let the Work 1 had. been fo 
much concerned-for, ſo long promoting, and -was fo far enga- 
ged in, fall. to the ground, nor. durſt-refuſe to rakg Orders, to 


which I was invited,.and not only ledby a ſurprizing External Con- 


duf, but alſo obliged by ſeveral Internal Xorions, both correting 


my-Reluftance, and encouraging my Submiſlion. ' And after. [ 


had done this, and had begun to officiate my ſelf, it was not 
' long before we were as unexpectedly. and-ſurprizingly led from 


our private Lodgings, to periorm that ſolemn Service in a Pub- 


lick, Church, and of one of the greateſt Pariſhes of the City, but 


without the Walls: And after ſome time, to other, juſt with-. - 
in the-Walls, ſomething leſs, but much. more to.;our Satisfaftion, 


by reaſon of its Privacy, But neither were: we permitted to con- 


tinue long there z Nor could we obtain-the uſe of any. other, by : 
any Means we could uſe, but- ir the-very Heart of the City: And 


both the Services being-—more than I: was able to perform, - we 
had no other expedient, but were forced to meet. daily at eight of 
the Clock at Bow, and then to walk thence along Cheap ſize. to St, 
Matthews, as if--0n purpoſe, that what we did, might the more be 
taken Notice of; whether we wonld or no. And then I began to 


be ſenſible what o#r Buſineſs was, to which we, were led. by ſo many . 
ſurprizing Steps of ſuch a Secrer Conduit; viz. to. bear a Tacit Tea. - 


TFimony for God againſt the common wilful Negle& of that. So+ 
kin Worſhip,' which. we: there perfarmed,; in all . other. Parts 
af the Nation. EOBTS HQ 75 ts 5.21; , of EI 


paths oahnowns EE NES 
TOC are Ee Ee ey eye eee ernenc> CITES eonoeronegce—— a TE 1 
rpg > _ ZR - = IQI= 
. a——_— , — —— EE Da —— 


ER IR 
— —— 
_ 


CO EISELenS "a > ES oo OS ans At" > ” 
- Sy one tes 


— —_ 


—— _—_ —_——_ 


ee as ne PEI» a che Goren Sas 
ogy rey es rt ere, es 4 ts _ 
pg ewe gore ore wed vere er ren OS Inns; 


———a_—_ 
— 


w 4 _ _ 
__ —_ 
——— —_—_——_——_ 


- I EN FER b 6 
T7 OI, ng ren em es Pay as Ys ay 


(2 


- It was my deſire to reſtore this Holy. Worſhip of the Chri/tiaz 


| Sacrifice, not only to its due Frequency, but alſo to its juſt Inte- 


grity, which had been much deformed and diſordered by Crar- 
mer and his Foreign Agents, tiongh I knew not. then by whom, 
or what Practices it was done, only perceived tiat it was ſo; 
and therefore Compoſed a Form as near as I could to the Mind 
of the Antients, but taking in all the Common Form ; and had 
a few Copies Printed, which we nſed, while we continued at 
our Ptivate Lodgings. But this I could not expe&t would . be 
permitted to be uſed in a Publick Church; and therefore I was 
forccd to uſe the Common Form, only ſupplying what I 
coulc! from other parts, and reſtoring what had been difordcred, 


to the proper places. And yet this was/not eafily permitred, till 


being Queitioned for it, 1 was to make my. Nefence, the ſame 
good Providence, which had ordered the Buiſneſs all aloag, brought 
( as {reaſonably as unexpectedly ) to my hand one of thoſe- Books, 
which were Compoſed for the Church of Scotland; under the In- 
ſpeCtion, and with the Approbation of the Eugliſh Biſhops, in the 
Reign of King Charles 1. as compleatly agreeable to my mind, as 
as if I had doneit my ſelf; and not long after, the firſt and on- 
ly true Engliſb Liturgy, compoſed by the Engliſh Clergy in the 


. Reignof K. Eaw. 6. but wickedly deformed by Cranmer and his 


Foreigners, and his deformed Changeling, Schiſmatically obtruded 
upon the Church, by the Parliament, without the Conſent of the 
Clergy in the Convocation, inſtead of it, which was. the Ori- 
ginal, from which that for Scor{and was taken. Upon ſight of the 
firſt of thoſe, I printed my Defence, whichT had before ſent only 
in writing to the Arch-Biſhop; and not long after, : when I had 


- met. with the other, The Liturgie .of the Antients repreſented, as 


a— : 


near az well might be, in Engliſh Forms; with a Preface concerning the 
Reſtitution of . ay Solemn part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, to its Inte- 
grity and juſt Frequency : and preſented it ro the SOD, Biſhop 
of Loxdon, &c. uſed it in the Church, and offer'd to ſtand a Tryal 
with any that would queſtion me for it, notwithſtanding the Sta- 
tutes of 1 Eliz. and 14. Car. 2. againitit. 1 | wy 

But there I continued the uſe of it between twoand three Years, 
and might undoubtedly have'done fo till this day, If T had thought 
fit : but that 1 did not, conſidering how unworthily: and ſhame- 
fully it was negletted þy -che* Clergy: [there being. in-the firſt 
Church weuſed/no/ leſs thanthree in Prieits Orders,'and notone 
of them ever came to join with - us, unleſs: the Reader. once;pr 
twice at the moſt; and there,-.after their Preaching:and Printing 
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tor frequent Communion, they not only after ſome time, put a 
ſtop to our dailyCommunion, but reduced their own from weekly to 
monthly : In the next Church we had, we never had any of the. 
Clergy, but ance two, who came upon a ſpecial Occaſion: and _ 
then again after ſome time, npon ſome little Temporal Conſide- 
ration, we had Warning given to remove within a time limited. 
In the third place indeed, the Dr. liv'd at a great diſtance ; bat 
he was always kind to us: but then it became more known, we 
had Communicants, who came frequently from all Part3, and for 
ſom? t.ime ſeldom ſo few as thirty daily, and on the Lord's Day 
and other Holy-days, a conſiderable Number ; but not above three 
or four times any of the Clergy ; but on the contrary upon Ho- 
ly-days, anether Communion was ſet upat Bow, the Arch-biſhops 
peculiar, in oppolition, as I fuppoſed, to it; and others falling 
off, till we were not ordinarily ahove twenty, I began to think - 
- we had done- our Buiineſs, and finiſhed our Teſtimony ; and conſider- 
ing this Neglett, I wiſh'd for a Diſcharge from that Publick 
Place, fearing it might be but expoſing of ſuch Holy things, if 
continued much longer; yet did not think fit to leave that Station 
without - either ſome Prohibition to proceed, or ſuch Invitation to 
ſoiae other as might ſatisfy me to do it: and ſuch an one we had 
ſoon after, anda. very conſiderable one indeed: bnt the only Effe&t 
of it was firſt a Satzfaftory Diſcharge from that Publick Service, 
and next a Review of the Reformation, for which I had a Commo- 
dious Retirement, and other Conſiderable Advantages; and Mo- 
tives ſufficient before I left the City. And of the Obſervations 
I made upon that Review in Relation both to.Church and State, 
I gave ſome Account to fnch as I thought moſt proper. 

And here again we had another: Admirable Evidence of that 
Wiſe and Gracions Providence, by which this Work had been or- 
dered all along: For we had certainly been involved in much 
Trouble and Difficulties, had not the fame infallible' Providence 
both foreſcen it from the heginning, and as ſcaſonably and ſuffi- 
ciently provided for it. But the feyeral. 2anifeftarions of a Di- 
' wine Condutt over us to this time; are: more than need to be re- 
lated, or can be ſo ſenſibly underſtood by ſuch as were not con- 
cerned in therm, -or have had. no Experience of the like. Nor 
perhaps was it neceſſary that it ſhould-all be ſo: manifeſt ro any 
other ag. to: my ſelf, who'was to: Aft, and: yet do: nothing which 
needed any: Extraordinary Authority, '. or Atteſtation for: the Sa 
tisfattion of ſuch as were concerned in what-I did; But it ſeems 
$0 have. been proyidentially ordered, that: fo much ſhould'be fo 


 manifeſt- 
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' manifeſt to me, as is ſufficient not only to ſatisfy ſuch Seruples 
as might be raiſed in my own Mind, but alſo to anſwer the 0b- 
jeftions of- others. 

The _ Principal ObjeRtions are againſt my- Performance of the 
Office of Priefthood without other Ordinary Authority, than what 
I my (:]f now think not ſufficient. But to the Polttical Clergy, 
who make this:Objetion, I anſwer; 1, That for Ordinary Au- 
thority 1 have as much as themſelves: 2. That that was ſuffi- 
cient tor ſome purpoſes, and particularly for a tacit Teſtimo- 
ny againſt them: 3. That I have beſides what doth ſatisfy my 
jelf; and that, whether Ordinary or Extraordinary, 1s ſufficient 
for them: And to al! others, that I take not this Office of my 
ſelf, hut was cated of God, .as Samuel was z firſt Dedicated to his 
Service by particularDedication (if not by myMother, which mighr 
be too, for ought Lknow.) however, by my ſelf, which is not leſs, 
and accepted by him; and this manifcited by an Exrraordiwary 
Concirrence of various Cauſes, many of them- in a ſurprizing and 
yet ord?rly and ncceſſary manner, to the prodncing ot ſuch juſt, 
reaſonable and neceſſary Efe&s, as ovr Daily Communion; my 
Engaging in that Service ; our Performance of it under ſuch' a 
Condutt from deſpicable private kodgings to the very Heart of 
the City; andthen there, for {> long: time, a ſufficient time, 
without any Interruption, notwithſtanding the Laws againſt the 
Form [ was known to uſe, Then my Ditcharge in due ſeaſon, 
and to my SatisfaCtion,;; and our Condntt thence to a conveni- 
ent Place of Retirement; with ſeaſonable Proviſion for unſnſpe- 
Qed Difficulties; and our ReduCtion back again, &c. fo many. 
Circumſtances ſo orderly concurring, as - can no more be ac- 
- counted for without a Providence, than an orderly Compoſure 
of proper Letters, into -a Verſe 'or Sentence without the Skiff of 
a-Compoſitor and a Founder : and beſides, all this SerufFxre built 
upon the Foundation of a Conſtant Diſpoſition of ſo many years 
Continuance, .to what neither any »thing in Nature, nor any 
Temporal Proſpett was. any Motive or Inducement: and farther 
yet, my Acceptance of the Office not without ſuch ſpecial Jrcer- 
| nal Motions, . as I had had Experience of many years before,to what 
' the Laws of the Land require, ſo that I could with clear Con- 
ſcience anſwer the Queſtions to be propoſed to me. The Con- 
currence of -all theſe, - 1. Of ſuch a Diſpoſition jof ſo many ' years 
Continnance; 2. Of: ſo many External Providential Occurrences, 
ſo neceſſary, ſo orderly ſucceeding, and in ſo ſurprizing a man- 
ner; and 3!7, Such mernal Motions; And all to the fame juſt, and 

reaſonas 
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reaſonable, and neceſſary End, is to me fo Satifaftory an Evie 
aence, as I can hardly think can be rejefted by any one, who 
doth not disbelieve cither a Divine Providence, or at caſt one 
of the Chief Principles of the Goſpel ; but think ſufficient for 
Cantion to all conſiderate Perſons, and for Convition before God 
of ſuch as preſume to oppoſe or diſpiſe it. 

It my Commiſſion be defeGtiive in the Ordinary Conveyance, whoſe 
Fault is that? But may nor that Defe&t be ſupplied by what is 
Extraordinary ? Is God's Hand ſhortened? Has our Saviour limi- 
ted his Power by His Commiſſion to the Twelve? How then 
came Paul to be an Apoſtle? Is there not as much need now 
here, as there was in the days of Samwel then? Conſult Bi- 
ſhop Aradrews, Conſult Biſhop Taylor, Conſult Dr. Sherlock, Dean 
of St. Paul; Famous Cathedral, in the Principal .City of the Na- 
tion, in his laſt Chapter of Religious Aſſemblies, and others that 
might be named. Are not many Teachers either ſhamefully 
 Tgnorant of the moſt Solemn and peculiar Part of the Chriſtian 
Worſhip, or notoriouſly ſelf-condemned here, and in danger to 
be damned hereafter for their unfaithfulneſs, and wilful Neglect 
of what they know? And is not ſuch an Admonition highly ne- 
cefſary in ſuch a Caſe and very ſuirable to the Mcthods of the 
Divine Wiſdom and Providence ? k | 
_ "And for the re## of my Buſmef, what is it, but what isa Common and 
Ordinary Duty ? TheService of God, The Service of my Country, 
the Reformation of Manners; the Preſervation of Peace by re- 
moving the Seeds'of Diſſention, and great Occaſions of Wars, and 
making that impregnable which is now indefenſible; the Reſtaura- 
tion of .the Genuine Primitive Chriſtianity; Healing the 
Breaches 'of the Church of Chriſt, and promoting the Reſtituti- 
on of its Rights; by Aſſertion of Truth, neceſſary Truth, 
and ſuch Truth as all my Adverſaries are not able to gain-ſay 
or reſiſt. Nay, does not their very Dealings with me at the ſame 
time both diſcover them to be of the Spirit of the Falſe Prophets, 
and Atteſt and Confirm Ay Miſſion, as a true Diſciple of Chriſt ? 
This. is My Buſineſs to allert and bear My Tes;mony to the Truths 
of God in ſuch Manner and Order as he is pleaſed to order and di- 
ret; and thoſe not any New Revelations, but the Truths once de- 
livered to the Saints, and received by the Churches ; Catholick 
Truths, oppoſed by none but Herericks, and Schiſmaticks, and 
Falſe Teachers, who corrupt the Doctrine of the Goſpe], to gra- 
tify their own Luſts, and to pleaſe the People; who can un- 
; concernedly behold the Growth -of all SefFs, even of | Infidelity and 
he B poſt acy, 
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ApoFacy, and notorious Oppoſition of all revealed Religion un- 
der the Notion of Deiſm and Sotinjaniſm, except only. ſuch as 
they think (like themſelves) aim Chiefly at their Cathedrals and 
Preferments. This is their Diana for which they are concern- 
ed; and for which they can cafily join and combine with Infidels, 
and Deiſts, and Commonwealths Men, to ſecure that againſt ſuch 
as they think may lay Claim to it: And fo they can but ſe- 
cure that, they can willingly enough give up one part of 
the reſt to the State, and the remainder to the Sets; nay be 
well appaid to have their Paſtoral Charge performed by them, 
ſo they may but quietly enjoy the Revenues and Profits to 
themſelves; and upon Confidence of ſuch Affiſtants without 
either Shame, or Scruple of Conſcier.ce, or Fear of Scandal, 
hold ſuch Charges at inconſiftent diſtances, as good Chriſtians here- - 
tofore would - have dreaded to undertake but one of them. 
And certainly their ſo great Concern in the one Caſe, and ſo. 
little Concern in: all.others of Religion ( of which the inſtances 
which might be given are undeniable and notorious) is ſo ſcan- 
dalous, that it 1s not to be. doubted, bur it. is one of the 
greateſt Temptations to Atheiſm. and Deiſm. that is in this Nation : 
For the Scandals of the moſt. groſly Scandalous is nothing ſo . 
effeCtually Scandalous, as ſuch as appears wnder Sheeps Cloathing, 

It was my plain Reproof of theſe things, and charging them 
with Filthy Lucre, that firſt provoked an Avery Letter to my ſelf, _ 
then the Appeal ſent me in-a Penny-Poſt Cover, then that falſe 
and fooliſh Letter, elſewhere mentioned, and at laſt that Reli- 
gious and Loyal Combination of Latitudinarians with Deiſts and 
Commonwealths Men, of like Concern in the State, as the o- 
thers in the Church; and all that Noiſe and Clamour, where- 
with the People haye been abuſed, the King affronted, and all 
good and ſolid Methods, and the Advantages, which the good 
Providence of God. had put into our hands at this time, for 
a Happy Settlement . of a laſting Peace both in Church and. 
State, madly diſturbed, and the Peace of the Nation greatly en- 
dangered, unleſs more Prudent Counſels and better Courſes be - 
taken in time. And indeed what A/chiefs may not reaſonably 
be expected from a Combination of two ſuch Fattions; if they be 
but a little animated at the firſt, either by Authority, or, which - 
is more to them, by an inconfiderate, well meaning, abuſed Peo- 
ple! Of the One we have had Experience enough within our 
own Memory; and they have given the Nation a fair Warning 
of.. what they would be at aow again, by a bold attempt to "p. 
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preſs the Anuual Memorial of it, by a very Virtuous and Reli- 
gious Preacher of Mr. Toland's Club upon the Thirtieth of Fanu- 
ary, whica 1 hear is ſometimes viſited by a like Virtuous Chair 
Man of the ſame Party in his Chair; A very proper and ſeaſo- 
nable Preparative for {o furious reviving the old Pretence,;'from 
which that day art lait became ſo Memorable. The Other is as 
very a Faction too ; and that appears by like Praftices'to pro- 
mote their own Deſigns, in keeping the Convocation from ſitting 


| and ating: For did they not know that the greateſt part of the 


Clergy of this Church are againit what they would have, and 


in Matters of no ſmall Moment, they wonld never be guilty of 


ſo foul a Praftice. And that it is done by their Perſwaſion or 
Miſinformation and Encouragement, doth likewiſe appear by the 
Anſwer to the Letter to a Convocation Man. C 
And how foul a thing this is, will appear, if the Manifold 
Evils apparent in it, bcſides what may be latent and not yet 
diſcovered, be well conſidered: 1.-1t is a Betraying of the Righes of 


' the Church of Chriſt, and Eſſential Rights, as to its being'one Bo- 


dy and a formed Society: -2. It is a Betraying of the Rights of 
their own Oraer, and Rights abſolutely Neceſſary for the Diſcharge 
of their Duty in common to Conſult and Adviſe concerning 
the Great and common Concerns of the Church, 3. And this 1s 
done at a time of as great need as ever, of an Afembly . of the 
Clergy ; when Immorality 'ts grown to that height, that all the 


Biſhops of Ermglani did not dare to bring in a Bill, drawn at 
their own Requeſt, and peruſed by able Connſel, 'an1 alt the 
Judges then in Town, into the Parliainent to ſuppreſs it 3. and 


to that Impudence that a Notorious Scandalous Cauſe, and of 
one in Great place, hath not only -been-defended in the Courts 
of Law in Weſtminſter, but art laſt brought by Appeal before the 


'Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 'no notice of the Scandal, 
"though undeniable, taken by all or any of the Biſhops, as if 


there was nothing of Diſcipline left in the Church of Los peer 
aad Impiety to that height and: Impudence, that one of their 
Lordſhips hath complained to me that they are put to prove 


\their Creed, and the fifth Chapter of St. Xdatthew : But a great- 


er inſtance than this I have lately given in my Letter to Sir 
BR. C. which hath produced only a more notorious Confirma- - 
tion of it. 4+ This Antichriſtian Treachery is ſo peculiar to 


' this Faction, that I know- no Se& |belides themſelves that is 


uilty. of it; Nay what they deny to their. own Brethren, they 
them elves will not deny te "y of the Dillenters, nor ſo mugh 
| "i as 
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as to the Quakers, though Conſtantly, Annually Notorious: 
and complain'd of, 5. Ir is an injury to the whole Body of the 
Clergy of the Church of England, joyned with Abuſe and Mock- 
ery ( in Effet; ) and repeated and continued for many years 
together : For what elſe is it never to let them Sit and Act, when 
they are ſo often Call'd afhd Allembled ? 

Nor, 6. Are the:Miſchiefs to the State and Government, leſs 
than theſe to- the Church. They betray the State into Sin by 
encouraging a Uſurpation, which is one of the greateſt As of 
Sacrilege that can bez and that by as Groſs and Pernicious an 
Hereſy, condemned by all Parties but their own Fattion 3 and 
beſides are charged with Schiſm by a Conſiderable Part of the 
Church of Ergland, who make out ſufficiently by ſtrength of 
Argument, what they want in number of Perſons. But of ſuch 
Latitude are their Principles, that they comprehend as great 
Matters as all this, as juſtifiable, or excuſable enongh, for at- 
taining their End, and therefore one of them, elirus himſelf, 
who firſt began the Clamours, could tell me, . Do you think that 
King William will part with ſuch a Flower in His Crown ? Yea, 
ſay I, why not? and with his Crown too. for juſt and neceſſa- 
ry Cauſe, if he bz indeed a Chriſtian. But they who are them- 
ſelves ſo much for getting and keeping , that they can ſtrain 
their -Conſciences for it , cannot eaſily believe that others will 
be perſwaded to part with what they have once gotten, - upon }. 
any. Terms or Conſideration. Such Flowers to the Eye of a 
' worldly minded Man, are to a Chriftian indeed no- better than 
Weeds, ſtinking Weeds, and are really Poyſonous Weeds in 
their Effets. And certainly it is no more conſiſtent with the 
Duty of a faithful Paſtor of Chriſt's Flock, than of a good 
Subjeft and true Friend to his Country, to ſuffer his Prince to 
take ſuch Poyſon without Warning. But what wonder if they, 
who make no ſcruple to betray the-Rights of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
make as little to expoſe their Prince and Country too to dan- 
ger for their own Ends? And what Jelſe do they, who 
encourage a: Prince, whoſe Title is donhtful, or it may 
be, none at all in the Judgment of his Neighbours, to do and 
continue what is offenſive to. ſo conſiderable a part of his Sub- 
jets, and caſt the Odium of their own Evil Counſels upon his 
Will and Pleaſure, to the Prejudice and Scandal of his Govern- 
ment ? "The Englſb are an Active and Bold People, and as ſen- 
ſible of the Violations of their Rights as any: And when they _ 
are-free from. Wars abroad, are not like to be very _ at 
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Home,uponſuch Occafions and Provocations. ' And Fights of the 
Churchhave in the Engliſh Laws been always heretofore as carefully 
provided for as any, and particularly in the Corronatior Oath. And 
the Rights of the Convocation, which are well vindicated in a Learned 
Book lately publiſhed, are fo well underſtood by many Learned Men 
of this Church, that I wondered that none did it before, or that 
the Univerſities and the Clergy of the ſeveral Dioceſſes, did not by 
ſome Publick Inftruments, declare their Judgments,or at lcaſt revive 
the Articnt good Cuſtom of. Communicatory Letters in much uſe; when 
under Heathen Emperours they could not enjoy-the Liberty of Sy- 
nods to Conſult of the Common Concerns of the Church. But I hear 
of another coming out ; and more may reaſonably he expected if 
this Courſe be ſtill continued. Surely it is time both for the Clergy, 
and for the Commons of England, the Commons, I ſay, not their 
Truſtees, eſpecially ſuch as are notoriouſly known to haye made a 
Trade of their Employment, to look about them ; for 1 do not: 
apprchend that the Chriſtian Religion and the true Engliſh Go- 
vernment can be in greater Danger than from tro: ſuch. FaStions 
in Combination. 

The Ore is ſo full of the Spirit of. the World, ard: ſo. tempo; 
rizing and compliant tothe Powers of the World, and with thei 
Prudentials, which is nothing elſe but the Wiſdom of the World, 
ſuch corrupters of the Simplicity and Generofity ot the Chriſtian 
Religion, 1n their Explications, and Betrayers of Souls and States 
into Sin, that. if the other prevail to get the Power into their 
hands, - there is- little doubt to. be made of their Compliance, 
whatever the Religion be which they ſet up;. be it Deiſm, Soci- 
nianiſm, or whatever elſe. I know one of them, who objeQed ſuch - 
Matters of Conſcience againſt his Acceptance of a Preferment 
propoſed to him, that I could not in Conſcience perſwade him . - 
to accept it, and yet ſoon after he did accept- it, and holds ir tao: 
to this day, with another of it..ſelf, a ſufficient Charge for any 
man of Conſcience to- undertake. I have known the ſame - 
Perſon very. warmly reprove a Maſter of a Family for 
not allowing his Family the Uſe. of ſuch Pomps and Yaaities 
of the World, as he thought renounced in their - Baptiſm, 
very diſagrecable tothe Example and Precepts of our Saviour, his 
Apoſtles, and the Primitive, Chriſtians, and of evil Conſequence 
to the living of - moſt People; and thereby encourage them to 
live in Diſobedience to his Grief, and their Shame and Prejudice. 
And yet this Man paſſes for a. good Man. To the Author of 
the Appea), Js looks like Madneſs 0 4rrach. @ Religion, when jt be- 
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: *60mes the Religion of the Country; when it has the Eftabliſhment of 
the Laws of the Conſtitutions : And in his Wiſdom, ſuch Zeal for 
\- the Souls that Newgate conls not eſcape their Diligence, is an Ags 
ravation of a Crime of the Prieſts; and ſuch a Crime it is as 
uch good Men are little gwity of ; and might be aſhamed to men- 
tion a Matter ſo reproachfult to themſelves. Such Prudentials as 
th:ſe have been noted by others in their late Patriarch, and 
may eaſily bz traced to their Original, in their Protopatriarch 
himſelf. And ſuch Agreement there is in ſome of their Prin- 
ciples with Mr. Hobbe's, and ſuch kindneſs have they common- 
ly ſhewed to one of the moſt Afive Promoters of Socinianiſm, 
that their Complyance and Officiouſneſs to the- other Fattion, if they 
ſucceed, tis not to be queſtioned. 

And for the other Fation, which -lay concealed for a time 
among many Honeſt well-meaning Men in the loug Parliament, 
aad hath lain concealed among many ſuch , call'd Whiggs, 
in the late Reigns, it preſently appeared after this King came in, 
how they ſtood affefted to Religion ; -and-is now fince the Peace 
apparent enough, how they ſtand affected to the Government 
too : Both might calily be perceiv'd by ſuch as have . had 
Admittance to the Calves Head Club, and to Mr. Toland's Clubs 
before now : But now appear bare-faced enough, ſo that they 
are no Mylteries. And the Whiggs are/ now commonly reputed 
the verieſt Knaves of the ' Nation by many Honeſt Men, who 
: were heretofore taken to be of their Party, While I was wri- 
ting this, I took notice in a Bookſellers-Shop of this Fitle of 
a Book, A brief Hiftory of the Times, which opening at page 40. 
. ] caſt my Eye upon theſe Words: The Plor-Fattion Deſign'd the 
| Ruine of the late King; and to compaſs it by leaving him neither 
Money, Power, Credit, nor Friends, "And when I had looked far- 
- ther into ity 1 obſerved ſuch Agreement between what is there 
-related, then to have been, :and what -I am fatisfied now is 
in Agitation, as do mutually confirm the Truth each of other, 
| and doth fully ſatisfy me of the Ayitery of the late Pretence 
and Clamours of the growth of Popery, to be no other than to 
Afﬀeront the King (as I was told expreſly by a Perſon lately 
deceavd, who had as much reaſon to know as any -one [ 
know) to leſſen his Reputation with his Confederates abroad, 
and the Aﬀettions of the People to him at Home; to draw 
their Hearts to themſelves, and Abuſe and Amuſe 'them with 
that Pretence, while they compaſs their own Deligns- 'of re- 
ducing Religion to Deiſm , and the true Enyhj -Ge ages" 
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to a Commonwealth, moſt like to end in Anarchy and Con-: 
fuſjon, as it did before. And whoſoever ſhall well conſider that-: 


Book ( which I Confeſs I had never ſeen before) will there find 
ſuch Truths ſo unanſwerably aſſerted, as will both ſatisfy him con- 
cerning:the Truth of what I ſay here, and make him more -cau- 
tious- and more wiſe than to be any more impoſed . up- 
on by ſo wicked, and groſs an Abuſe and Deceit, but rather 
tura his Indignation againſt ſuch Impoſtors and Diſturbers of 
the Peace of his Country. 

Theſe things I take to be all Truths, and ſuch Truths, as 1 
thought my ſelf obliged to declare: I have endeavoured faith- 
fally to diſcharge my Duty ; and now leave it freely to 0- 
thers to judge as they think fit, and to the Conſequences of 
their own Judgment. Nor have I written any thing here out of 
ill will to: any, but out of good will to my Country, and e- 
ven. to thoſe very Perſons, who may be thought to be moſt par- 


ticularly and moſt ſharply reproved; and in due order to - 


them, to whom I have performed my Duty before in private; 
whoſe Reformation I deſire z but not Confuſion, other than truly 
Penitential. And ſuch Fruits as theſe, are they, by which accor- 
ding to our Saviour's Rule, the-Tree 1s to be known. . 


I know no Sin more Epidemical and common in this Nation at -. 


this time among ſuch as make Profeſſion of Religion, than that, 


which by the Puniſhment denounced in the Goſpel, ſeems : one of 


the greateſt, Diſowning or not owning Chriſt or his Words, for 


Fear, or Shame, or woridly Compliance: - And none more noto- - 


rioully Guilty than Latitudinarianand Nemine contradicente Profeſ- 


ſors. It was in my Mind, when 1 was Writing the Lerter now - 
Publiſhed, that ſhonld Almighty God let loſe ſome of their Con- - 
ſciences upon thern, -we ſhould ſoon have more Hamdens amongſt - 


them. Nor ſhould 1 have mentioned it now but to prevent ſo great 
a Miſchief, and put ther in mind to conſider: the .things which 


belong to their Peace in time, confeſs their Faults,” - give Glory - 


to God, and expiate their- Former Miſcarriages by ſo much the 
more generous Acts of Chriſtian -Magnanimity upon all Occaſions 
hence forward, 


- To ſuch as are apt to Aſſault me: with their ſpiteful Agumentum - - 


ad Hominem concerning my Authority, when they have well conſi- 
dered what I have to fay to for\ my. ſelf,':I ſhall recommend to 


their Conſideration for their own ſelves what is well ſaid inan ill 


Hiſtory of the Reformation upon the Queſtions in the Book of Ordi- 


nation : And with that I ſhall Conclude, as followeth, - Av. 1 550. .. 
In -.. 
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_in the-Abſtract p. 118. which the Reader may ſee more at large 
2n the Hiſtory, Þ- 145: 

"There were ſome Sponſions promiſed, as a Covenant, 10 waich the 
. .Ordination was a Seal: The firſt of theſe was, 1hat the Perſons 
that came 10 receive Orders, profeſſed that they believed thy were in- 
wardly moved 70 it by the Holy Ghoſt. If this were well conſidered, 
- jt would no doubt put many that thirt after Sacred Offices to # ſtand; 
who, if they examine themſelves well, dare not pretend to that, con- * 
cerning which, perhaps they know nothing, but that they have it not : 
and if they make the Anſwer prejeribd in the Book,, without feeling 
aty. ſuch Motion in their Heart, they do publickly Lye to God, and 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and have no reaſon to expett a Bleſſing on 
. Orders ſo obtained. But too many conſider that only as a Ceremony . 
in Law, neceſſary to make them capable of ſome Place of Profit, and 
mot a the Dedication of their Lives and Labours to God, and 
to the gaining of : Souls, Jt" were happy for the Church, if Biſhops 
would not.” think: .it enough. barely to put theſe Queſtions, but would 
uſe great ſtrittnef, m examining before-hand the Motives that ſet on 
thoſe who come to be Ordained, Another Sponſion is, that the Prieſts . 
ſhall teach the People, committed to ther Charge , and exhort them 
both in private and publick., and Viſi the Sick. By this they plight 
their Faith to God, for the care of Souls, to be managed by them in 
' Perſon, and upon that they muft find the Paſtoral Care to be a Load 
indeed : and ſo will neither deſert their Flocks, nor hire them out to 
weak, and perhaps Scandalous Mercenaries, It which the faultinefs of 
ſome have brought a blemiſh on this Church, and given [candal to 1ma- 
ny, who could not have been ſo eaſily perſwaded to arvide from it, 
if it bad not been, that they were prejudiced by ſuch groſs and pub- 
lick, Abuſes. | | 


